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Dr. Aach devotes much space to a consideration of the actions that 
seem to be foreshadowed by no conscious processes, and to mental proc- 
esses that run their course without discoverable imagery. These are found 
in the awareness of the problem without the slightest representation of the 
movement to be made, and the appreciation so frequently present that 
there is something we should recall without an inkling of what it may be. 
The solution offered is that the physiological adaptation that corresponds 
to the task has some vague conscious concomitants that constitute what 
might be translated as a non-ideational consciousness (unanschauliche 
Bewusstheit). 

Throughout the entire discussion great stress is laid upon the importance 
of the task or purpose in controlling thought and action. The latter part of 
the book, which is devoted more strictly to thought, ascribes to the ' problem ' 
a new function, for concepts and abstraction in general are but embodi- 
ments of the purpose, as a dynamic force. 

The investigation is very evidently an outgrowth of Kulpe's work on the 
effect of the problem in determining attention, and is closely related to 
Watt's investigation of the influence of purpose, in the control of associa- 
tion. 

While we may occasionally criticise the author for attempting to draw 
over-sharp distinctions, and for putting new facts in old terms, the work as 
a whole is one that marks a decided advance, if reaction times are to be- 
come instruments for the analysis of consciousness rather than specimens 
in a museum of mental quantities. 

An appendix of forty-five pages gives the results of an elaborate series 
of tests of the Hipp chronoscope that should stand to the new model as 
Kulpe's to the old. W. B. Pillsbury. 
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